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BOOK REVIEWS. 591 

This books compares well with its predecessors in the series, but, 
as is the case with similar books, it is impossible to estimate its true 
value until after it has been tested in the classroom. 

The cases range from those reported in the Year Book of 33 
Edw. I (1305) to cases arising in South Africa and in India in 
recent times. Whether it is wise to omit such cases as Deering v. 
The Earl of Winchelsea and Batard v. Mawes may be an open question. 

There is a bibliography of treatises on Suretyship and the notes are 
full, and so far as can be judged from a cursory examination, seem 
judicious and accurate. It is to be wished that the table of cases had 
been prepared on the plan of Professor Kales in his Cases on Persons. 

N. A. 

Effect of War on Property. By Alma Latifi, M. A., LL.D. 
London : Macmillan & Co. 1909. pp. xii, 155. 

This volume, as the title indicates, relates to the subject of property 
in its various forms as affected by a state of war; but the author, 
while not attempting a complete treatment of the subject, has sought 
to discuss with exceptional fulness certain topics. These topics are the 
property of enemies and neutrals on land, the effect of conquest on 
property, the property of enemies and neutrals at sea, the exceptions 
of the rule of capture of property at sea, and the question of making 
private property at sea inviolable. Under the last head, he strongly 
inveighs against the principle of inviolability. Indeed, after quot- 
ing Lord Palmerston's declaration in 1862 that Great Britain, if 
she accepted that principle, "would be guilty of an act of political 
suicide," the author himself declares that "the change would 
mark the sunset of England's greatness, and her fall from her high 
place amongst the nations of the earth." He speaks of the "abolition 
of privateering" as one of the "triumphs of which European diplomacy 
may well feel proud." In so saying, he apparently refers to the Declara- 
tion of Paris, to which the TJnited States has never adhered. The 
author adds to his work a valuable note by Westlake on belligerent 
rights at sea. This note is devoted chiefly to what is termed the "legal 
fallacy" underlying the argument for the exemption of private property 
at sea from capture. The discussion, it may be superfluous to point 
out, runs back to Kousseau's well-known doctrine that war is a relation 
not of individual to individual but of state to state. This doctrine, 
because it is the starting point of those who advocate the exemption 
of private property at sea from capture, is generally rejected by English 
writers. Curiously enough, on the Continent the doctrine is generally 
accepted but many of its consequences are still declined, while in 
England the doctrine is rejected but many of its ameliorating conse- 
quences (apart from that of the inviolability of private property at sea) 
are practically accepted. 

J. B. M. 

A Law Dictionary. By Campbell Black, M. A. Second Edition. 
St. Paul, Minn. West Publishing Co. 1910. pp. VI, 1314. 

The most convenient of English-American law dictionaries has 
been made more convenient than ever in this second edition. Many 
new titles have been added and many old ones expanded; but this has, 
by skilful editing and typography, been effected without increase of 
the bulk of the original work. The careful revision to which the whole 
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book has been subjected has resulted in greater accuracy and, in many 
instances, in a more condensed form of statement, but without any 
loss of clearness and lucidity. The principal improvements noted are 
the fuller (but not too full) citation of authorities, with the titles 
of the cases and the full table of abbreviations printed as an appendix. 
The only omission which we notice is that of the useful bibliography 
of domestic and foreign law dictionaries prefixed to the first edition. 
In only a few instances has the author failed to define a term or phrase 
listed (as in Falsifying a Record), or contented himself with a foreign 
phrase without giving or noting the form which it assumes in our 
law (as the French "Flagrant Delit" without mention of In Flagrante 
Delicto). He has, however, in too many instances failed to account 
for an unusual term by giving a reference to an instance of its use, 
though it must be admitted that this would often be impossible. The 
general substitution of references to authorities for those to previous 
lexicographers would be a great improvement, but probably also a 
task approaching the impossible. But these are counsels of perfection 
and do not affect the substantial merits of an excellent work of 
reference. 

G. W. K. 

The Essential Nature of Law or The Ethical Basis op Juris- 
prudence. By William S. Pattee, IX. D. Chicago. Oallaghan & 
Co. 1909. pp. xxv, 264. 

This little work belongs to a class which is scarcely represented 
in our Anglo-American legal literature, though our English brethren 
need go no farther than Scotland to find a soil, nourished by Conti- 
nental ideas, which has proved congenial to its growth. Germany is, 
of course, its favorite habitat and there it has long flourished, to the 
advantage of German law. It must be said that our American law 
is not likely to be much benefited by Doctor Pattee's learned work. 
This is not because our lawyers and our law have no need of guidance 
and support from ethical principles, but rather by reason of the fact 
that the ethics of our author belong to an order of ideas which is 
passing away and which has long ceased to exercise any appreciable 
influence on legal thought. As an intuitionalist he can have no sympa- 
thy with the newer thought which sees ethics not as a system, actual or 
potential, but as the progressive movement of a given society in the field 
of conduct. Hence justice is to him something immutable, absolute, 
not the progressive adaptation of social conduct to changing social 
ideals. His masters are not Hegel, Sidgwick, Green, and Dewey, but 
Kant, Leibnitz, McOosh, and Harris, especially Harris, whose "Philo- 
sophical Basis of Theism" and "Self Revelation of God" furnish the 
philosophical foundations of the work. 

Apart from this there is little but good to be said of the book. It 
is profound without being obscure and bears evidence of wide reading 
and reflection. Only a few of its pages are devoted to "Human Law" 
and still fewer to positive law. But as the purpose of the book is 
not to develop a system of jurisprudence from ethical conceptions 
but to lay down the moral principles upon which law must ultimately 
rest, this cannot be accounted a defect in a work of more than ordinary 
interest and merit. 

G. W. K. 



